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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER. MR. DUNSTAN. 
7/12/71. 
"The South Australian Government was willing to back its 
conservation ideals with dollars", the Premier (Mr. Dunstan) 
said tonight. 
He was speaking at a public meeting at Blackwood organised by the 
Belair and Blackwood 5ub-Branch of the Australian Labor Party. 
The Premier said he believed the Government had established a 
record in the area of conservation and environmental protection 
which was second to none in Australia. 
"This is a Government which cares about the natural world around 
us and which is determined to do all it can to ensure that it is 
not spoiled; that we can pass on to our children a heritage which 
they too can enjoy." 
Mr. Dunstan said that there had been a dramatic increase in the 
number of national parks proclaimed since Labor was returned to 
power - from 67 to 95. 
"There had been a new spurt of progress in preparing development 
plans for South Australian regions. 
"There had been a significant increase in the legal protection 
given to historic and Aboriginal relics. 
"Latest historic reserves include Burke's grave at Innamincka and 
extensive Aboriginal stone arrangements at Poverty Bay." 
Mr. Dunstan said that democracy itself demanded that planning for 
preservation could not be precipitate. 
"Citizens and Local Councils must be allowed their say before 
restrictions are imposed. 
"The planning authority, has, quite necessarily evolved an 
elaborate series of steps in its procedures involving democratic 
consultation. 
"But, of course, once we come to the end of the line, the policies 
agreed upon and the limits of development drawn, then, but only then, 
can we say to disappointed developers: no it is too late. 
You have had your chance and this is what applies, whether you 
like it or not," the Premier said. 
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